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Title: Identifying Factors Mediating Washback Effect of Quizzes in TOEIC Courses
at a Japanese University: Toward an Exploratory Sequential Mixed-Method Study
Author(s): Tatsuro Tahara
Affiliation(s): Waseda University
Discipline/Profession of the paper: English Education, Applied Linguistics
[Background] The washback effect, i.e., the effect of tests on teaching and learning
(Alderson & Wall, 1993), has been a critical issue in language assessment. However,
little i1s known about the effect of small-scale classroom assessment. To engineer a
beneficial washback of classroom assessment, it is imperative to identify the
mediating factors relative to particular situations. This study aims to identify the
factors mediating the washback effects of classroom assessment, focusing on
vocabulary and grammar quizzes in TOEIC courses at a Japanese university.
[Description of mixed methods theoretical and/or methodological concepts and
issues] This study was conducted in phase 1 (qualitative phase) of an exploratory
sequential design (Creswell, 2014), whereby qualitative data is expected to be
collected and analyzed to provide a foundation for phase 2 (quantitative phase). The
unique aspect of this study is that participants were asked to describe the
mediating factors of vocabulary and grammar quizzes they experienced related to
the test preparation, and their learning behaviors. Eight participants were also
asked to rate how strongly each factor affected their learning on a scale of 1 to 3. All
eight participants provided informed consent. This approach to detecting mediating
factors was taken from Mikami’s (2015) method for identifying confounding factors.
[Implications] This study will provide an approach to conducting phase 1 of an
exploratory sequential design. This approach can contribute to the data collection
method for phase 1, making it easier to form a statistical model in phase 2, such as
determining the mediating factors as well as the weighting of each factor.
[References]
Alderson, J. C., & Wall, D. (1993). Does washback exist?. Applied Linguistics, 14(2),
115-129.
Creswell, J. W. (2014). A concise introduction to mixed methods research. Sage.
Mikami, H. (2015). A proposal for more desirable qualitative research: Consider
thick description from the confounding aspect. Reports on Studies in Japan
Association for Language FEducation and Technology, Kansai Chapter,
Methodology Special Interest Group (SIG), 6, 16-30.
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Title: Mixed Methods Research(MMR) Using Workshop as a research methodology:
a pilot study in Nepalese International School

Author(s): Satoko Tabata, Sabin Khanal?, Kalu Singh Mehta?

Affiliation(s): 1) The University of Tsukuba Doctoral Student 2) Kathmandu
University Master of Ed Student 3) Daito Bunka University Doctoral Student
Discipline/Profession of the paper: International comparative education focusing on
teacher education

[ Background] Although early MMR was strongly influenced by quantitative
research methods, interpretive MMR was proposed with an emphasis on qualitative
research approaches by Howe(2004) after Scienced Based Research (SBR) backlash.
In recent years, qualitative research-driven MMR, which has multifaceted
clarification using multiple methods, has attracted more interest.

[Description of mixed methods theoretical and methodological concepts and issues]
Post-qualitative research seeking to liberate itself from SBR has been in the
limelight in qualitative research(Lather, 2013). Still, the response to post-qualitative
research in mixed research methods is just beginning. One participatory research
method for post-qualitative analysis is the workshop(@rngreen, R., & LevinsenKarin,
2017). While there have been many studies on the effectiveness of workshops in
MMR, there are no studies that have collected qualitative data using workshops as
a research method so far. In this study, the quantitative data is collected by
conducting before and after the workshop. Observation and description in the
workshop are used to obtain qualitative data from observations and descriptions in
worksheets to examine what rich data can be collected.

[Implications]

The significance of this study is to demonstrate how the workshop methodology is
effective in ensuring democracy and capturing the whole experience in the local
context as qualitative research-driven MMRs.

[References]

Howe, K. R. (2016). A Critique of Experimentalism. Qualitative Inquiry, 10(1), 42—-61.
https://doi.org/10.1177/1077800403259491

@rgreen, R., & LevinsenKarin. (2017). Workshops as a Research Methodology. Electronic
Journal of E-Learning, 15(1), 70-81. https://eric.ed.gov/?id=EJ 1140102

Lather, P., & Pierre, E. A. S. (2013). Post-qualitative research. International Journal of Qualitative
Studies in Education, 26(6), 629-633. https://doi.org/10.1080/09518398.2013.7887
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